Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, won widespread respect for
his steadfast and constant support of the Queen.

It was a desperately difficult role for anyone, let alone a man
who had been used to naval command and who held strong
views on a wide range of subjects.

Yet it was that very strength of character that enabled him to
discharge his responsibilities so effectively,and provide such
wholehearted support to his wife in her role as Queen.

As male consort to a female sovereign, Prince Philip had no
constitutional position. But no-one was closer to the monar-
chy, or of greater importance to the monarch, than he was.
Prince Philip of Greece was born on 10 June 1921 on the
island of Corfu. His birth certificate shows the date as 28 May
1921, as Greece had not then adopted the Gregorian calendar.
His father was Prince Andrew of Greece, a younger son of
King George | of the Hellenes. His mother, Princess Alice of
Battenberg, was the eldest child of Prince Louis of Battenberg
and sister of Earl Mountbatten of Burma.
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